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WISHES FOR A SAFE & BLESSED 2011 
 

ÒIn the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,  
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stoneÉ 
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed  
the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.Ó  
  

In some ways, we are about to enter the bleak 
midwinter.  All the preparation and anticipation 
of Advent, with its wreath and candles, and all 
the pretty sights and sounds, is behind us.  
Similarly, the festivities and merry-making of 
Christmas, is but a memory also.  The 
beautifully wrapped packages have been ripped 
open, with ribbons and wrapping paper tossed 
aside.  Although we sing of twelve days of 
Christmas, we really do not celebrate all twelve 
days Ð just December 25th (unless you also count 
the 26th when so many ÒcelebrateÓ by returning 
what doesnÕt fit, doesnÕt look right, or isnÕt what 
they wanted).   
 

So, as January arrives, all that remains of the 
holiday season is Epiphany, where we 
commemorate the visit of the unnumbered wise 
men, with their gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh.  Like everything else, we rush the wise 
men, going so far as to include them in our 
Nativity scenes, despite the fact that they never 
actually appear at the stable.  They arrive later, 
at the house where Mary and the child, Jesus, 
are.  But the wise men bring up the rear; after 
Epiphany Sunday, the holidays are officially 
over.  In the blink of an eye, Advent, Christmas, 
and Epiphany retreat into the past, and we turn 
our time and attention to the tasks of undressing 
the trees and taking down the lights.  In a single 
breath, it seems that December has morphed into 
January, and the old year has given way to the 
new. 
 

January gets its name from Janus, the Roman 
god of gateways, doorways, beginnings, and 
endings who is often depicted as having two 
opposite-looking faces, one looking into the 
future and the other simultaneously looking at 
the past.  Like Janus, we are at the threshold, 
with a part of us glancing back at the old year 
and the other part of us looking forward to the 
new.  As 2011 begins, we would be wise to take 
a glance back and recall all that 2010 held for us.  
Where did we see God, show God, and serve 
God in 2010, and where should we look for God 
and opportunities to represent God in 2011?   

 

In the new year, my prayer is that we continue to 
seek the sacred (God) in the everyday moments 
of our lives.  In 2011, what would Jesus ask of 
us, and what would Jesus want for us?   
 
My wish for each of you is a wondrous and awe-
inspiring year, where you experience the 
presence of God more fully than ever before.  I 
pray for renewed and continued transformation 
in your lives.  I wish you the love of God, that 
you would be filled to overflowing, and more 
than anything, I pray that someone blesses each 
one of you with the same love, support, and 
prayers that you have generously shared with 
me.  You are a gift and a blessing and I thank 
God for each and every one of you.  With God at 
the helm, there is nothing we, together, cannot 
do!  
 
ÒFor everything there is a season, and a time for 
every matter under heaven: a time to be born, 
and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to 
pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and a 
time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to 
build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a 
time to mourn, and a time to danceÉÓ (Ecc. 3:1-
7) 
 
Continued prayers for the journey- 
Pastor Sherri  
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  LECTIONARY READINGS 
 

January 2, 2011  
Isaiah 60:1 -6 
Psalm 72:1 -7, 10-14 (UMH 795) 
Ephesians 3:1 -12 
Matthew 2:1 -12 
Sermon:   Pastor Sherri  
 
January 9, 2011   
Isaiah 42:1 -9 
Psalm 29 (UMH 761) 
Acts 10:34 -13 
Matthew 3:13 -17 
Sermon:          Pastor Sherri  
 
January 16, 2011  
Isaiah 49:1 -7 
Psalm 40:1 -11 (UMH 774) 
1 Corinthians 1:1 -9 
John 1:29 -42 
Sermon:   Pastor Sherri  
 
January 23, 2011  
Isaiah 9:1 -4 
Psalm 27:1, 4 -9 (UMH 758) 
1 Corinthians 1:10 -18 
Matthew 4:12 -23 
Sermon:   Pastor Sherri  
 
January 30, 2011  
Micah 6:1 -8 
Psalm 15 (UMH 758) 
1 Corinthians 1:18 -31 
Matthew 5:1 -12 
Sermon:   Pastor Sherri  
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JANUARY  SECURITY 
January 2  Jason Clark  
January 9  Amy Magnus  
January 16  David Miller  
January 23     TBA 
January 30     Linda Shook  

 
 
 
 

  

JANUARY GREETERS 

January 2  Earl & Margaret Morse    
January 9  Jim & Libby Hammond  
January 16  Curt & Susie Butler  
January 23  Morgan Butler &  
                            Carly Lowe  
January 30  Gary & Karen Blevins  
 
 
 

 
 

2011 SCHEDULE FOR WORHIP AT 
FRIENDS CARE  

 
The Yellow Springs UMC will lead 
worship at Friends Care on the following 
dates in 2011:  February 20, April 17, May 
29, June 19, July 31, August 21, October 
16, October 31, and December 18.  
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JANUARY  BIRTHDAYS 
Mindy Severtson    2 
Elle Peifer     5 
Roger Reynolds    10 
Gabriella Skidmore    12 
Mary Alice Boyersmith   15 
Curtis Butler     17 
Griffin Johnson    18 
Beverly Tanamachi    18 
Jean Linkhart     25 
Evelyn Britton    25 
Thomas Galarza    26 
Amy Magnus Holtgrave   26 
Sarah Lowe     29 
Mark Crawford    29 
Charles Hosket    30 
Carly Lowe     31 
Krishan James Miller   31 
  
 
    

 
 
JANUARY  ANNIVERSARIES 

Larry & Marcia Stanton   18 
 

 
 
 

 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
  UMWomenÕs meeting for the NewYear 
will be in the Church basement on 
Thursday, January 13 th at 7:00 pm.  All 
women are invited.  
 
 

 

 
 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 
UMMen will meet in January somewhere 
for breakfast.  Jason Clark will notify by 
the bulletin and post cards of time and 
place.  
   Ralph Acton  

 
 
 

 
WINTER FARMERÕS MARKET - - Starts 
Saturday January 8 th and continues 
every Saturday thru April 2 nd.   The 
Market will be held in the Church 
basement from 9:00 am until noon.  
Fresh vegetables, eggs, chicken, 
cheeses, meets and more . . . .  

 
 
 

 
   The Adult Sunday morning discussion 
group is just about finished reading ÒThe 
Gospel According to the Ear thÓ by M. 
Sleeth.  Most of our recent discussions 
focused on being good stewards for 
GodÕs creations and what the Church 
can do in the local community.  Simple 
ideas that that can make a difference i.e. 
using cloth grocery bags, recycling, 
supporting local  shops, volunteering, 
helping our neighbors . . . WeÕre about 
ready to start a new book Ð if you have 
suggestions for a book to read and 
would like to join the discussion, weÕre 
in the Nehemiah room Sunday morning 
around 9:30 am.  
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To the congregation of Yellow Springs 
UMC: Rarely do I find myself without 
words, but your expressions of kindness 
and love during the Christmas season 
have filled me with emotions for which 
words fail me.  A simple ÒThank youÓ 
seems woefully inadequate, and yet, I 
do not know w hat else to say.  Your 
support, be it prayer, a pat on the 
back, a word of encouragement, a 
beautiful card (I have them all!), and 
the many gifts of all different kinds Ð I 
will treasure you and your gifts forever.  
From the depths of my soul, thank 
you!!!   May God bless each of you as 
richly as you have blessed me.  Love, 
Pastor Sherri  
 

                        

     A Prayer for 2011  
 

ÒCreator, Redeemer, Sustainer God, 
 grant that we may have  
 the peace of Christ in our hearts,  
   the wisdom of Christ in our work,  
   and the love of Christ in our lives,  
so that  we may be a blessings to others  
   and bring honor to your Holy Name.     
       Amen.Ó 
 
From Healing Services by James K. Wagner, 
copyright 2007 by Abingdon Press.  
Reproduced by permission. 

 

 

                       

A Point to Ponder  

I n The Road to Peace, Henri 

Nou wen asks, ÒHow would the world 

look if all Christians Ðin Australia, 

Asia, Europe, Africa, North and South 

America Ð were to commit themselves 

without reservation to peace?  How 

would the  world look if all Christians Ð

young, middle - aged, or old Ð were to 

say loudly and clearly in words and 

deeds:  ÔWe are for peaceÕ?  And how 

would the world look if all Christians Ð

Protestants, Catholic, Orthodox Ð were 

to witness together for him who is the  

Prince of Peace, Jesus?  What would 

such a consensus of conscience bring 

about?Ó  - The Road to Peace, Writings  on Peace 

and Justice, John Dear, editor, ( Orbis 

Books:Maryknoll NY, 2007  ,page 7 ).  

 

  
ÒA New Year's resolution is 
something that goes in one 
Year and out the other. Ó  

- Anonymous  
 


